CHEMISTRY
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Room 301

507-934-4210 ext. 470

rgroebner@stpeterschools.org

I. GENERAL STUDENT BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES

A. Students should be in assigned seats and ready to begin class when the bell rings. Tardiness and/or absence will be dealt with according to school policy.
B. Students should bring all materials needed for class each day. These include a pen/pencil, notebook designated for this class only, textbook (Chemistry, Addison-Wesley), and calculator. NO SHARING OF CALCULATORS will be allowed during quizzes or exams, and NO CELL PHONE CALCULATORS are allowed at any time.

C. Respect others. This includes listening during direct instruction and being courteous to others during lab or desk-work time. Fighting, name-calling, and other inappropriate or unsafe actions will result in immediate removal from the class.

D. Every student is expected to contribute to a positive learning environment.

E. Students must follow all safety procedures. This includes, but is not limited to, general safe behavior guidelines, use of eye protection, and any specific instructions given prior to or during lab.

II. GRADING

A. Students will have many opportunities for success in this classroom. These will include exams, quizzes, labs, homework, in-class assignments, creative projects, and limited extra credit.

B. Completing only the basic requirements in each unit will result in a grade no higher than a “C”. Students must complete additional assignments in order to earn a higher grade. Your grade will be determined as follows:
93% and above = A

90% - 92.9% = A-

87% - 89.9% = B+

83% - 86.9% = B

80% - 82.9% = B-

etc…

Less than 60% = F

C. Exams account for 40% of the grade and all other assignments for 40% of each quarter grade. The final exam/project for each quarter accounts for the remaining 20% of each quarter grade.
D. Excessive unexcused absence or tardiness will result in a reduction of your grade according to school policy.

III. MAKE-UP WORK

A. It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to see me prior to class regarding work missed or turned in while you were absent.

B. If you have an excused absence for the day an assignment is given, you must see me to get the assignment and determine a due date.

C. If you are present when work is assigned, and have an excused absence for the day the assignment is due, your work will be due the FIRST DAY you return to class. This also applies to exams.
IV. LATE WORK

A. In order for assignments to be considered for full credit, they must be turned in at the assigned time. All other work will be considered late and will not receive full credit.

B. Assignments turned in within one school day of the due date MAY be considered for half credit. All work turned in after this will be given a “zero” score.

V. EXTRA HELP

A. Chemistry is very much a cumulative course. In other words, you will need to use skills from early chapters/units to succeed in later chapters.

B. I am available most mornings and afternoons and by appointment as needed and available. I strongly encourage you to talk to me immediately if you are struggling with something covered in class.

VI. COURSE CONTENT

A. This course is designed to give students a working knowledge of the fundamentals of chemistry, procedures and technology associated with scientific investigation, and the mathematics of chemistry.

B. We will cover several key topics this year, including:

Matter & Chemical Change

Atomic Structure

Chemical Names & Formulas

Chemical Reactions

Stoichiometry

Kinetic Theory

Behavior of Gases
States of Matter

Phase Changes

Chemical Periodicity

Chemical Bonding

Water & Aqueous Systems

Acids, Bases & Solutions
Organic Chemistry

C. 
If time allows, we may also venture into additional topics related to current events or specific student interests or questions.

VII. LAB SAFETY & EQUIPMENT
A. Intentional or malicious damage, destruction, or theft of property will result in removal from the class and possible additional disciplinary action.

B. Any student who intentionally acts in an unsafe or careless manner will be removed from the lab activity and WILL NOT be given an alternate assignment.

C. Students will receive additional information regarding lab safety and procedures prior to each lab as needed.
VIII. ELECTRONICS POLICY

A. Students are expected to use class time to complete lab work and other class assignments. Texting, making calls, listening to music, etc. is a distraction that decreases student focus, leading to less retention of materials studied. Cell phone and other electronic device use is prohibited during class time.

IX. DAY ONE HOMEWORK

A. Read through this syllabus and the Flinn Safety Contract.

B. Complete and return the form on the next page, as well as one copy of the safety contract, signed by both you and a parent/guardian.

C. If these are returned tomorrow, you will earn your first perfect score of the year.

D. No student will be allowed to participate in lab activities until these forms are signed and returned and until he/she passes (80%) the safety quiz.

I have read and understand the policies and expectations for Mr. Groebner’s chemistry class as well as the lab safety contract. If I have any questions or concerns, I understand that I may contact Mr. Groebner at the school by phone or e-mail for additional help.

Student name: ________________________________________

Student signature: ________________________________________

Date: _______________________

Parent/guardian signature: ________________________________________

Date: _______________________

SPECIAL NOTE TO PARENTS & STUDENTS:

Scientific research showing the negative effects of multi-tasking on learning is beginning to accumulate, which is why my class is a “no cell phones” zone. For a quick overview of some fairly recent research, visit the following websites at your convenience. Thanks. 

http://www.webmd.com/balance/guide/20070201/multitasking-hurts-learning
http://psychcentral.com/blog/archives/2008/10/30/learning-to-multitask-dont-bother/
http://www.thenewatlantis.com/publications/the-myth-of-multitasking
