Participant Evaluation


Speech is both a team activity and an individual activity.  While overall team points and team trophies are goals at each invitational meet, sub-sections and section, the primary focus is the individual.  No clearer statement of this is that the Minnesota High School League does not award team points at the state meet.  To that end, all students are required to attend at least one individual practice per week.


Every speech participant receives individual weekly coaching beginning one month prior to the start of the invitational season.  These practices consist of the student presenting his/her piece or performance to one or more coaches and, when possible, veteran members of the speech team or students in the same category.  At that time, specific suggestions are given to improve the performance and student is usually given the opportunity to implement those suggestions at that practice.  Once the season begins, all participating students receive individual reports on their performance in every invitational meet.  Independent judges complete evaluation critiques in every round. These are reviewed by the students on the day of the meets.  These critiques usually contain both items of strength, weakness, and suggestions for improvement.  All students are allowed to keep the invitational critiques after a copy has been made for coaching folder.  At the following week’s practice, these critiques are reviewed in practice and suggestions for improved performance are discussed prior to the student going through their piece. The state criteria for the category can be found in the Judge’s Handbook that is used by the St. Peter High School judges.

Student evaluation is accomplished by reviewing the scores, critiques, and tournament placement with each student at the next week’s practice.  Copies of the critiques are given to each student to take home and share with their parents and a copy each critique is kept in the student’s permanent speech file.  Students are invited to stop in at the end of the season to discuss both the previous season and survey the student’s interest in speech and categories for the next season.

