ST. PETER BASEBALL HANDBOOK
TEAM RULES
1.)  ATTENDANCE:
· UNEXCUSED ABSENCE/TARDY = 
-  When a player misses or is late for a  practice/game without notifying the coach
-  Notifying the coach after the absence or tardy has occurred.

-  Missing or being tardy to practice for a disciplinary reason.       (Detention, S.A.H., etc.)

· In order to be excused from practice, you must notify your coach AHEAD OF TIME!  If you do not, it will be considered an unexcused absence.  It is YOUR responsibility, not your teammate’s!
· ANY UNEXCUSED ABSENCE/TARDY may result in a lack of playing time!!

· CHRONIC ABSENCES/TARDIES can result in a loss of playing time!! 
· If you are in school, you are expected to attend practice.  You MUST be in school Blocks 3 and 4 in order to participate in practice or a game.  If you have a pre-arranged appointment during Blocks 3 or 4, you must clear it through the office and Mrs. Noyd.
2.)  SPHS BASEBALL CODE OF CONDUCT:
· If, for any reason, you are causing problems off the field, there will be   consequences.  Some examples of this are:  behavior in the classroom, trips to the office, suspensions, detentions, etc.  Poor behavior/attitude will result in lack of playing time and/or other discipline.  Consequences could be lack of playing time, cut from the team, kicked off the team, etc.  ANY CONDUCT that myself or any other coach feels reflects poorly on the program is considered breaking the CODE OF CONDUCT.

3.)  SPORTSMANSHIP:  
· Good sportsmanship will be observed at all times.  Misbehavior during games or practice will result in possible consequences in the form of:  removal from practice/event, discipline form coach, loss of playing time, and up to removal from team
4.)  LETTERING POLICY:  
· Participate in at least one inning per game. (Average)

· Conference championship

· Coach’s discretion

5.)  ACADEMICS:
· Newly adopted district policy.

6.)   EXPECTATIONS OF PLAYER:
· Be prepared for practice and games.  It is YOUR responsibility to bring shoes, hat, glove, uniform, etc.  Failure to do so, shows that that you don not care!!!
· You are expected to ride to and from the events with the team.  If you miss the bus to a game, there will be consequences that could mean loss of playing time for that event.
· To be respectful of your teammates and coaches.
· To be mentally and physically prepared daily.  YOU ARE EXPECTED TO GIVE YOUR BEST EFFORT AT ALL TIMES!!!  Anything less than your best is NOT GOOD ENOUGH! 
· Follow team rules, school policies and MSHSL policies.
· Play for each other!
· Dedication to SPHS baseball.
· Respect for the uniform, you are representing SPHS and the community.
· Realize that the team comes first.  We don’t need or want any selfish players!!
· Be on time and at every practice.  (tardiness/absences may result in loss of playing time)
· Know your role and accept it.  The coaches know what is best for the team and the program.
· Keep up in the classroom and be a positive role model.
7.)  EXPECTAIONS OF COACH:
· Knowledge of the game 
· Dedication/Enthusiasm/Passion
· Make all decisions where the program comes first
· FAIR
· Respectful of the game and of the athletes
· To allow each athlete a chance to succeed
· Create a safe learning environment
· Create a team first atmosphere
ST. PETER BASEBALL PHILOSOPHY

· Baseball is a team sport.  Everything is done with the team concept first.  We do not have room or time for anybody that feels they are better than anyone else.  Selfishness is not acceptable and will not be tolerated.
· Every person on the team is important to the overall success of the team.  You are judged by your effort and attitude, not strictly on your performance.  Every person on the team has an important role, from a starter, pitcher, to the athlete in the dugout supporting the team.
· EFFORT, EFFORT, EFFORT!  You must be willing to pay a price physically, mentally, and emotionally in order for our team to have success.  We do not cut corners in practice or on game days.  Hard work and dedication will result in success.
· Baseball is AMERICA’s PASTTIME!  It is a great sport to play and to be involved with.  Baseball is a fun game to play, but it is more fun when you are winning and playing!!!
"Players have two things to do. Play and keep their mouths shut."    (Sparky Anderson)

"Do your best and forget the consequences." - Walt Alston

"What are we out at the park for, except to win?"  -  Leo Durocher
"There are three types of baseball players: those who make it happen, those who watch it happen, and those who wonder what happens."  -  Tommy Lasorda

"I want everybody to feel he has a chance to get into a game when he comes to the ballpark. I play guys when I want to so they'll be ready when I have to. I don't consider myself a motivator of players. I think it's an insult to a ballplayer to have to be motivated." - Gene Mauch
"Most ball games are lost, not won."  -  Casey Stengel
"You can't sit on a lead and run a few plays into the line and just kill the clock. You've got to throw the ball over the damn plate and give the other man his chance. That's why baseball is the greatest game of them all."  -  Earl Weaver
 “I became a good pitcher when I stopped trying to make them miss the ball and started trying to make them hit it.”  ~Sandy Koufax

	


“You can't make a great play unless you do it first in practice.”
-- Chuck Noll

“The will to win is important, but the will to prepare is vital.” 
Joe Paterno 

