Biology 10 

Saint Peter High School

Ms. Thulien

jthulien@stpeterschools.org
507-934-4210 ext. 472

Required Materials:

Bring these materials to EVERY class. If you leave class to retrieve them from your locker, you will be tardy. 

1. Writing utensil (pen or pencil – no red or yellow pens!) 

2. Textbook (covered with a book cover) 


Biology. Glencoe Science. 2007. 

Web Access Available: www.biologygmh.com or visit link on Ms. Thulien’s website
3. Notebook (for this class only)

4. Folder (for this class only)

Classroom Rules: 

1. Arrive to class on time. I expect you to be seated and/or working on the warm-up activity when the bell rings – not just scooting through the door. If you are not in your seat (i.e. across the room talking to friends, etc.) when the bell rings, you are tardy! Read the student handbook for more information on how tardies can result in detention and/or affect your grade. 

2. Be responsible. Your responsibilities for this class include: 


- Coming to every class with the needed materials.


- Turning in assignments on time, completed and neatly done!
. 
- Acquiring any and all assignments and notes you missed when absent.



Make-up assignments will be found in the “Absent Work Folders,” but you are responsible to get the 

notes you missed from a classmate on your own time, not during class.

- Adhering to all laboratory safety procedures. A laboratory safety contract must be signed by you and your

 parent/guardian BEFORE you participate in any labs. 

- Using your time wisely. Work on homework when given the opportunity – do not use it as social time with your

 friends or the work time will be taken away. 

3. Be respectful. Respect others, property, yourself, living organisms in the classroom, etc. Talking while I am lecturing or while others are asking questions is not allowed. Working on assignments for other classes during class is also not allowed unless all of your assignments for this class are turned in and/or completed. 
4. Keep food and beverages out of the classroom. Chemical contaminations of foods/beverages and spills pose a danger to your health and safety. 

Inappropriate/Foul Language
Time and place, people. Perhaps there are times in your life when you feel the need to express yourself using an expletive or two, however, may I remind you that school is not your room, you car, nor your favorite hangout – it is school. It is a place you can learn skills – both academic and social – that you will use in the years ahead. It is best to practice now what you will need to use in the future: self control. Therefore, students heard using inappropriate or foul language in class will be required to stay after school to write letters to their parents, me (Ms. Thulien) and Ms. Larson describing the words they used, why they used them and what they’re going to do/say next time a similar situation arises. I will be calling parents/guardians to let them know a letter is on the way and provide a brief explanation why. 
Grading:
Your grade will be based on Notes (10%), Assignments and daily work (25%), Experiments and Lab Activities (30%) and Assessments (35%). I DO NOT offer “redos” as an option - do your best work the first time! Talk to me about extenuating circumstances (especially if you know about them ahead of time!).
Grading Scale: 

100-93    = A

92.9-90   = A-

89.9-87   = B+

86.9-83   = B

82.9-80   = B-

79.9-77   = C+

76.9-73   = C

72.9-70   = C-

69.9-67   = D+

66.9-63   = D

62.9-60   = D-

59.9-0     = F 

Late Work 

I despise late work. However, I am not a completely heartless person, so here’s my deal: 

1. Two late work coupons are rewarded per semester. You can turn in a missing assignment with a LWC at ANY TIME and receive full credit. Late work coupons apply to daily work only not to projects/papers/tests etc. Unused LWCs can be “cashed in” as extra credit at the end of the semester – but only if a student does not have any missing OR late assignments. 
2. All work turned in after due date without a LWC: 50% of earned score (doesn’t matter if its 5 minutes or 5 days late) 
3. NO WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER UNIT TEST (unless accompanied by a late work coupon).
4. Students with IEPs/504 plans can arrange to turn in assignments after the due date, but CANNOT turn in missing assignments once the unit test has been taken. THIS IS A CHANGE FROM PAST SEMESTERS and I will adhere to it strictly.   

Topics to be Covered: 

The following topics will be covered in approximately this order this semester: 

Scientific Method

Ecology*

The Chemistry of Biology
The Cell and Cell Diversity

Cell Division: Mitosis and Meiosis

Cell Processes 

Mendelian Genetics

Molecular Genetics

Natural Selection/Evolution 

*Moved to the end in the Spring Semester to allow for field trips/outdoor experiences.
Important Note: 

Success in this class is your personal responsibility. I will share with you what I know, and do all that I can to give you the necessary tools to learn about “life;” however, learning the material will take some effort on your part coupled with a willingness to learn. Those who approach class with an open-mind and are sincere in their efforts will benefit from “rounding-up” come grade time.


Biology 


Late Work Coupon





The bearer of this coupon may turn in an assignment that is past its due date with no questions asked and receive full credit for the assignment. The amount of credit earned is based on the quality, completeness and accuracy of the work. One student may only use two late coupons per semester. Late coupons may only be used for daily work assignments. Coupons may not be used on tests, papers, or projects. 





I, __________________________________________ have read and understand the above statements and am in accordance with them. I understand that an infraction of these rules will result in the score of this piece of work remaining at zero.





I have signed and dated this coupon in pen and without my signature I recognize that I will not receive credit for this assignment. 


					___________________________________	


							Signature and date 





*Coupons not redeemed by the end of the quarter/semester may be turned in for extra credit unless student has missing assignments or late work!
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Late Work Coupon





The bearer of this coupon may turn in an assignment that is past its due date with no questions asked and receive credit for the assignment. The amount of credit earned is based on the quality, completeness and accuracy of the work. One student may only use two late coupons per semester. Late coupons may only be used for daily work assignments. Coupons may not be used on tests, papers, or projects. 





I, __________________________________________ have read and understand the above statements and am in accordance with them. I understand that an infraction of these rules will result in the score of this piece of work remaining at zero.





I have signed and dated this coupon in pen and without my signature I recognize that I will not receive credit for this assignment. 


					___________________________________	


							Signature and date 





*Coupons not redeemed by the end of the quarter/semester may be turned in for extra credit unless student has missing assignments or late work!








