Note Accuracy:
This goal includes being able to accurately play the pitches that are written by the composer.  Sometimes students forget to check key signatures.  This can cause problems in accuracy.  For a wind player, air support is crucial for both playing in tune and for tone production.  (Intonation means the ability to play in tune.)
· Level 4 = Notes are accurate and in tune.  
· Level 3 = 2-3 missed notes.  Acceptable intonation
· Level 2 = 4-5 missed notes.  Predictable intonation problems.

· Level 1 = Several notes or key signature are incorrect.  Serious

             intonation problems exist.

Rhythmic Accuracy:
Students who are successful with this goal accurately play the rhythms that are written by the composer.  Sometimes students forget to keep a steady tempo.  This can cause problems in accuracy.  A good musician will count the rhythms while playing every song. 
· Level 4 = Maintains a steady pulse.  Rhythms are accurate.

· Level 3 = Maintains a steady pulse.  1-2 rhythms are misplayed.

· Level 2 = Pulse is not steady.  1-2 rhythms are missed repeatedly.

· Level 1 = Pulse is not steady. Player does not count while playing. 

Articulation:
Articulation on a wind instrument means the ability to start each pitch with the tip of the tongue.  This helps the beginning of each pitch sound clear.  Articulation also includes slurs, accents and the ability to play smoothly as required for each composition.  
· Level 4 = Articulation is clean and accurate.  
· Level 3 = Articulation is accurate but muddy sounding at times.

· Level 2 = Fingers and tonguing not together.  Not always following

   written articulation.
· Level 1 = Pitches are not started with the tongue in the proper

   location.  Articulation patterns are inaccurate.

Tone on Percussion:
Percussionists can start each pitch cleanly but obviously with a different technique than wind players.  Clean strokes, rolls and flams, staccato vs. legato and accents all play a role in the “attack” of each pitch.  A well placed grip on the sticks and/or mallets allows the player control over their playing.   
· Level 4 = Each strike is clean.  Rolls are clean and accurate.  Style
    markings such as staccato accents or legato are followed.

· Level 3 = Rolls are accurate but muddy at times.  Most single

    strokes are clean.  Most style markings are followed.
· Level 2 = Most single strokes are clean.  Rolls are muddy or

    inaccurate.  Some style markings are followed.
· Level 1 = Single strokes are not always clean.  Rolls are inaccurate.

  Style markings are not followed.
Tone on a Wind Instrument:
Air support is crucial in the production of a good tone on any wind instrument.  Tone refers to the sound that comes from the instrument.  Posture and breathing go hand in hand with tone and intonation.  It all starts with a good breath…  
· Level 4 = Characteristic of the instrument.  Vibrato is present if

appropriate to the instrument or piece.  Well supported

                     pleasing sound.

· Level 3 = Characteristic of the instrument.  More air support can

   help.   

· Level 2 = Sound is not characteristic at times.  Air support is

    lacking causing an unfocused sound.  

· Level 1 = Sound often loses focus or support.  

Dynamics:
Dynamics add emotional intensity to the musical work being played.  This term refers to the ability to control the volume of sound produced by the player.  More advanced players are able to control a wider range of dynamics in tune, with a good tone from very, very soft to very, very loud.  
· Level 4 = Written dynamics are followed.  Obvious contrast between

levels exists.  Dynamics follow the contour of the musical     line, demonstrating a high level of musicianship.
· Level 3 = Written dynamics are followed.  A subtle contrast exist


   between levels. 
· Level 2 = Some dynamic contrast is used where written.

· Level 1 = Written dynamic markings were not followed. 

Terms and Tempos:  Musicianship
Every subject has terms that are specific to that subject.  In music, our terms may refer to the speed at which the composer intended the music to be played (tempo markings), dynamic markings (see above) and or style markings which help us be able to project the emotions of the music as intended by the composer.  A march played with accents sounds so much different than the same march played smoothly.  It is up to the performer to learn the meanings of the terms and to be true to the emotional intention of the composer by following the terms that are in the music.  A high level of musicianship is the goal.
· Level 4 = Appropriate tempo is established.  Appropriate style is

conveyed as marked by terms in the music.  A high level   of emotional involvement is obvious in the performance.
· Level 3 = Appropriate tempo is established.  Appropriate style is
not maintained.  Some emotional involvement is apparent.  

· Level 2 = Appropriate tempo is not maintained.  Inappropriate style

    is established.  There is limited emotional involvement.
· Level 1 = Appropriate tempo is not established.  No obvious

attention to musical style.  Emotional involvement is not apparent. 

Setting goals in Band Lessons:

Band lessons are designed to help you achieve the highest level of musicianship in our performing groups.  Attached is a list of areas that we work on in our lessons.  Please note that each of the areas have ability levels listed.  Try to work toward the highest levels.  As you practice, try to evaluate your own playing in at least 3 areas.  Strive toward Levels 3 & 4. 

Setting Practice Goals:
_______________________________________________________________
Week of _____________  My Goals __________  ___________  ________
I hope to be at Level:       ______


_____
  ____


I accomplished Level:        _____            _____       ____ 

_______________________________________________________________
Week of _____________  My Goals __________  ___________  ________
I hope to be at Level:       ______


_____
  ____


I accomplished Level:        _____            _____       ____ 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Week of _____________  My Goals __________  ___________  ________
I hope to be at Level:       ______


_____
  ____


I accomplished Level:        _____            _____       ____ 

_______________________________________________________________
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