7th Grade Band 
Grades:

Band grades are based heavily on your lesson performance.*   Each week you will be assigned a lesson to prepare for the following week.  Your grade will be based on how well you have the lesson prepared.  I listen for preparation of correct notes, rhythms, accents, dynamics, tempos, and tone quality.



90-100%  
=
A



80-90%
=
B



70-80%
=
C



60-70%
=
D



Less than 59% or NOT showing up for a lesson 
= F

It is important that you come to each lesson prepared.  There are times that a lesson has to be missed due to illness, a test, or other classroom work.  Please notify me as soon as possible if you cannot make it to your lesson.  “Make up” lessons are available on a limited basis.  See Ms. Shoemaker as soon as possible if you need to make up a missed lesson.

*Other factors included in your band grade:  Full Band rehearsal and concert participation/cooperation, memorized scales, written tests on musical knowledge, etc.

Practice Time Is Needed!

Practicing is essential for each musician to progress.

Each student is given an assignment to prepare accurately by the next week’s lesson.  Musicians at every level must practice regularly to gain control and confidence in many areas of their playing:  

Tone Production, Accuracy of Rhythms, Accuracy of Notes, Interpretation, Tempo, and Dynamics.

This CANNOT be done in one day of panic practicing.  Set up a regular time at least 5 days a week to practice.

What Do I Practice?
1. Prepare your assigned lesson.  Keep a steady tempo, count carefully and check your key signature.  

2. Add accents and dynamics that are marked.

3. Check your accuracy of articulation (tongue vs. slurs).

4. Play each assigned song 4-5 times each day that you practice.  If you do, you will have played each song 20-25 times by your next lesson.  You should really know it well by then!

5. Practice your assigned scale and arpeggio for the quarter.  Can you also learn the thirds?

6. Choose a piece of band music that needs cleaning up.  Narrow your focus to the measures that are difficult for you to play well.

7. Play something for fun!  After you’ve prepared your lesson choose your favorite songs to play.  Listen for your very best tone as you play.

8. Want a challenge?  Create your own song to play.  Is it a solo?

 Are there parts for your friends to play too?  I’d love to hear what you can do!

*For other ideas on practicing go to practicespot.com .  You can also find the Rhythm Challenge game there.  Click on Rhythm Gym, then find the 8th Note Challenge.  Find the level you are working on and practice your reading skills.
Scales!

Scales are the basis of melodic lines no matter what type of music you are playing.  Learning and memorizing the fingering patterns (slide or mallet positions) of scales, thirds and arpeggios helps you become a better player.  Your body and fingers will know what to do by memory so it frees up your brain to think of other things…

The good news is that you can do this a little at a time.  You will be given one new key to work on each quarter.

When you have your assigned scale learned and memorized, play it for your teacher at a lesson or before or after band rehearsal.  

If you know it, you’ve got it 99.9% right; it’s worth an “A”

If you don’t quite have it, keep working…  

At the end of the quarter you will have an “A” (passed the scale) or “F” (didn’t pass the scale) to add into your quarter grade. 

Seventh Grade Band Scales
First Quarter

Bb Concert    Scale, Thirds and Arpeggio
Second Quarter
Eb Concert    Scale, Thirds and Arpeggio
Third Quarter

F   Concert    Scale, Thirds and Arpeggio
Fourth Quarter

Bb Concert Chromatic Scale 
Find these scales in the back of your lesson book or check with 

Mrs. Shoemaker for a copy of the scales, early in each quarter.
