English 9 Course Description

Ms. Topel 

Room 319

Semester 1

Block 1 or 3
Course Description:

The primary focus of English 9 is to expose students to various types of literature such as the novel. short stories, poetry, drama, mythology, and nonfiction selections.  Students will analyze, interpret, and compare and contrast literary devices in connection with the readings.  As reading is a major emphasis of this course, students should be prepared to read selected chapters daily, and complete overnight reading assignments of 20-30 pages on a daily basis.

Improving writing proficiency will also be a main focus of English 9.  Students will demonstrate their ability to organize and create multi-paragraph essays that include a thesis statement and supporting evidence.  The Six Trait Writing model of assessment will be utilized for many assignments, including timed writing assignments addressing an inferential question.  Students will write regularly in expository, reactionary, persuasive and descriptive formats.

In addition, vocabulary from the reading texts will be studied in order to increase students’ familiarity with words.  Finally, students will study grammar and punctuation to improve their use of language, thus improving their writing.

Course Objectives:

1. To demonstrate knowledge of common literary elements such as character, plot, structure, and theme important to works of fiction.

2. To identify style, point of view, dialogue, and methods of description and narration in fictional works.

3. To analyze tone, symbolism, and the use of irony, allusion, and figurative language.

4. To write various analyses of selected texts in multi-paragraph form using the writing process (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing and publishing.)
5. To write original compositions with various purposes, such as to entertain, to inform, to persuade, to reflect and to describe.

6. To improve writing and editing skills through the application of the rules of grammar.

Texts and Supplemental Materials:

Required Text:

Elements of Literature  (Holt 2005 textbook)






*Lord of the Flies by William Golding

*Of  Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

*Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare (in textbook)

The Odyssey by Homer (abridged version in textbook)
Mythology:  Timeless Tales of Gods and Heroes by Edith Hamilton

Holt Handbook (grammar/composition textbook by John Warriner)

The novels above with a * contain mature situations and/or language.  Questions and concerns should be directed to the teacher.

English 9 teachers will do their best to assign all students a copy of the Elements of Literature text and any of the novels for their personal use.  IT IS MANDATORY THAT BOOKS ARE NOT LOST AND TURNED INTO THE TEACHER ON THE DATE ASSIGNED!  If individual copies of the books are not assigned, it is because there are not enough copies for each student.  Students are expected to treat all textbooks with respect, and refrain from writing in them as they are considered property of St. Peter High School.  Book covers are mandatory.
Classroom Expectations/”Rules”:

-Students are expected to arrive to class on time and prepared every day.

Students will not be allowed to leave class in the middle of the period to retrieve forgotten items such as books, glasses, writing utensils, etc.  Students will have to wait for the break to leave the room for any reason, other than “personal emergencies”.

-Students are expected to respect other people.

No disparagement, discrimination, and/or harassment of any kind will be tolerated.  Any student interfering with the learning of others will be removed from class.  

-Students are expected to respect personal and school property.

Vandalism of any kind will not be tolerated.  Please keep your hands off other students’ property.  As I will never go into your locker or backpack, I ask that you respect my desk and personal property as well.  Some supplies such as markers, rulers, scissors, etc. will be provided when needed.  Misuse of supplies/failure to put them away will result in loss of privilege.  
-Students are expected to remain in their assigned seat, unless otherwise instructed.

This is for attendance purposes, as well as for accountability.  In addition, it is distracting and rude for students to get up in the middle of lecture to throw something away or sharpen a pencil.  Please weigh the importance of the issue with the consideration for others.

-Students are expected to raise their hand before speaking.

This is an English class.  You will be encouraged to communicate.  I want your ideas and opinions to be heard, but this will not happen if everyone is speaking at once.
Student Expectations/Recommendations:

-It is highly recommended that students have a notebook and folder for English material only; this will really help to stay organized!  Once class has begun, students will not be allowed out of the room to retrieve “forgotten” items until lunch or break time.

-Students are responsible for issued books and encouraged to treat them gently and with respect.  It is mandatory that students cover their 2005 literature books.  Books left in the room will not be “supervised” by the teacher.  At the end of the semester, students will be fined for any damage done or books lost.

-Students will be expected to turn in all work on time or suffer a daily point reduction, which will result in the lowering of a grade for that assignment.  If work missed due to an excused absence is not made up within the two day period that assignment will be considered late and will suffer a point reduction. Furthermore, all work for a particular unit will need to be completed once the unit is completed (a project or test will take place at the completion of a unit) or no credit will be given.  The rationale is this:  all assignments given have individual merit and all contribute to the understanding of the unit as a whole.  The test or project is a culmination of all that information.  Once the test is over, it makes little to no sense to “practice” for that test.  In addition, this policy reinforces the concepts of responsibility and time management, for the teacher as well as the student.  
-Tests/quizzes missed due to an excused absence will be taken with Ms. Topel during a study hall or after school (shorter tests can be accommodated before school).  Once a test is started, it must be finished in the same sitting, so it is important to set aside ample time to take the test.  Students will not be allowed to make up the test during English class.  

-Tests should be made up in a timely manner- 2 days are given for every day the student was absent.  Tests, like daily assignments, will result in a zero or no credit if not taken in a timely manner.  It is the student’s responsibility to take care of their own assignments, especially make-up work.

-Daily attendance is highly recommended.  No credit will be given for work missed due to an unexcused absence.  This includes tests and quizzes.  Some assignments, such as group activities done on the day of an absence cannot be made up (student will not be penalized for missing these activities, just ‘left out’), so it’s best to be in class every day if possible.

-Students will be expected to remain on task while class is in session.  Students are expected to participate in class activities and discussion, and remain respectful to the opinions, ideas, and rights of others.  

-Plagiarism (turning someone else’s work/words in as your own) will not be tolerated.  Papers found to be plagiarized will be given a zero.  Also, cheating of any kind will suffer consequences such as a loss of credit for the assignment or test/quiz.

-Students should always put forth their best effort and work to the best of their ability!

Teacher Expectations:

I will provide students with a variety of teaching techniques and activities such as lecture, cooperative learning, and discussion.  I will do my best to remain fair and flexible, and maintain a learning environment that encourages and respects students’ expression, ideas, creativity and opinions.  I believe in keeping the lines of communication open, and making special arrangements for students if and when it’s necessary.  I will do my best to correct assignments promptly and update student grade folders regularly so students can monitor their progress in the class online.  Please understand that major assignments and papers will take more time to correct.  I will try to remind students of missing assignments, but I feel it is every student’s responsibility to keep track of their own work.

I believe that the success of every student is extremely important.  If a student is struggling or needs extra help, he or she is encouraged to communicate and seek help outside of class.  My prep is during second block, and time after school may be scheduled as well.  I will do everything possible to facilitate student improvement and progress.  I can be reached at 934-4210, ext. 476 or emailed at:  ptopel@stpeterschools.org.

Grading Scale and Related Information:

Grades will be determined on a percentage basis.  In addition, grades will be weighted to determine percentage:

25%  Daily Assignments/Homework

40%  Tests/Quizzes/Projects

35%  Writing: Papers and Timed Exercises
Final grades will be determined by the following scale:

100-97%   A+

89-87%    B+

79-77%    C+

69-67%  D+

96-93%    A

86-83%    B

76-73%    C

66-63%  D

 92-90%    A-

82-80%    B-

72-70%    C-

62-60%  D-

NO EXTRA CREDIT will be offered on an individual basis, so it will be important to keep up with all assignments and study for tests and quizzes.  Rational:  if a student is looking for additional work to make up for a missing assignment or to make up for points missed due to work turned in late, it is senseless to create more work for both the student and the teacher when the student is having difficulty meeting the basic requirements.  The grade earned should be an accurate reflection of the student’s ability, effort and responsibility, and if students are working to the best of their ability, the grade should be deserved.

Tardy Policy:

“Tardy” will be defined as not being in your assigned seat, ready to learn, by the time the bell rings.  Therefore, if a student is rushing in the door when the bell is ringing, they will be considered tardy.

If a student is habitually tardy (3 times in a week) either coming to class at the start of the hour, after lunch, or after break, the student will either go late to lunch 5 minutes or lose a break period.  Consistent/continual tardiness may result in time after school.
Please return the following to Ms. Topel:

***********************************************************************

I have read and understand the information on the course description for English 9.  If there are any questions or concerns that I have regarding this information, I agree to highlight the information and meet with Ms. Topel to discuss my concerns within the first week of the course.

Student printed name ______________________________________________

signature __________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian printed name ________________________________________

signature ___________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________

