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Course Description:

English 11 focuses on the development of:

-6 trait writing

-American cultural literacy through novels, plays, short stories, poetry and historical fiction

-Grammar and vocabulary development

-Proofreading, editing and revision skills

-Structural analysis of a literary work

-Essay and reflective writing; creative and expository writing, and literary analysis

Course Objectives:

1. To apply research skills to writing
2. To apply critical listening, viewing, and thinking skills to reading and writing

3. To recognize, analyze, and apply literary terms and techniques to reading and writing

4. To use advanced discussion skills

5. To prepare students for post-secondary academic and vocational writing

6. To produce a variety of writing

7. To be exposed to a variety of literature representing the American cultural experience

Periods in Literature and Major Topics Covered:  
1.  The Beginnings of American Literature up to 1800
2.  The Age of Reason (Neoclassicism)

3.  The Age of Romanticism

4.  The Age of Realism and Naturalism

5.  Modernism

6.  Post-modernism

7.  The Modern Age
Texts and Supplemental Materials:

Required Text:

Elements of Literature by Holt/Rienhart and Winston (American Literature textbook)

April Morning by Howard Fast

The Last of the Mohicans by James Fennimore Cooper

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne

Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

The Crucible by Arthur Miller

Possible Additional Text:
Alas Babylon by Pat Frank
Anthem by Ayn Rand
The Chosen by Chaim Potok
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
Classroom Expectations/”Rules”:

-Students are expected to arrive to class on time and prepared every day.

Students will not be allowed to leave class in the middle of the period to retrieve forgotten items such as books, glasses, writing utensils, etc.  Students will have to wait for the break to leave the room for any reason, other than “personal emergencies.”
-Students are expected to respect other people.

No disparagement, discrimination, and/or harassment of any kind will be tolerated.  Any student interfering with the learning of others will be removed from class.  

-Students are expected to respect personal and school property.

Vandalism of any kind will not be tolerated.  Please keep your hands off other students’ property.  As I will never go into your locker or backpack, I ask that you respect my desk and personal property as well.

-Students are expected to remain in their assigned seat, unless otherwise instructed.

This is for attendance purposes, as well as for accountability.  In addition, it is distracting and rude for students to get up in the middle of lecture to throw something away or sharpen a pencil.  Please weigh the importance of the issue with the consideration for others.

-Students are expected to raise their hand before speaking.

This is an English class.  You will be encouraged to communicate.  I want your ideas and opinions to be heard, but this will not happen if everyone is speaking at once.

Student Expectations/Recommendations:

-It is highly recommended that students have a notebook and folder for English material only; this will really help to stay organized!  

-Students are responsible for issued books and encouraged to treat them gently and with respect.  Books left in the room will not be “supervised” by the teacher.  At the end of the semester, students will be fined for any damage done or books lost.

-Students will be expected to turn in all work on time or suffer a daily point reduction, which will result in the lowering of a grade for that assignment.  If work missed due to an excused absence is not made up within the two day allotment, that assignment will be considered late and will suffer a point reduction. Furthermore, all work for a particular unit will need to be completed once the unit is completed (a project or test will take place at the completion of a unit) or no credit will be given.  The rationale is this:  all assignments given have individual merit and all contribute to the understanding of the unit as a whole.  The test or project is a culmination of all that information.  Once the test is over, it makes little to no sense to “practice” for that test.  In addition, this policy reinforces the concepts of responsibility and time management, for the teacher as well as the student.  

-Tests/quizzes missed due to an excused absence will be taken during a study hall or after school (shorter tests can be accommodated before school); speak with Ms. Topel to make arrangements.  Students will not be allowed to make up the test during English class.  Once the test is started it must be finished, so it is important to schedule plenty of time.    

-Tests should be made up in a timely manner- 2 days are given for every day the student was absent.  Tests, like daily assignments, will result in a zero or no credit if not taken in a timely manner.  It is the student’s responsibility to take care of their own assignments, especially make-up work.

-Daily attendance is highly recommended.  No credit will be given for work missed due to an unexcused absence.  This includes tests and quizzes.  Some assignments, such as group activities done on the day of an absence cannot be made up (student will not be penalized for missing these activities, just ‘left out’), so it’s best to be in class every day if possible.

-Students will be expected to remain on task while class is in session.  Students are expected to participate in class activities and discussion, and remain respectful to the opinions, ideas, and rights of others.  

-Plagiarism (turning someone else’s work/words in as your own) will not be tolerated.  Papers found to be plagiarized will be given a zero.  Also, cheating of any kind will suffer consequences such as a loss of credit for the assignment or test/quiz.

-Students should always put forth their best effort and work to the best of their ability!

Teacher Expectations:

I will provide students with a variety of teaching techniques and activities such as lecture, cooperative learning, and discussion.  I will do my best to remain fair and flexible, and maintain a learning environment that encourages and respects students’ expression, ideas, creativity and opinions.  I believe in keeping the lines of communication open, and making special arrangements for students if and when it’s necessary.  I will do my best to correct assignments promptly (I believe in “next day results” for tests!) and update student grade folders regularly so students know their progress in the class.  I will try to remind students of missing assignments, but I feel it is every student’s responsibility to keep track of their own work.

I believe that the success of every student is extremely important.  If a student is struggling or needs extra help, he or she is encouraged to communicate and seek help outside of class.  My prep is during second block, and time after school may be scheduled as well.  I will do everything possible to facilitate student improvement and progress.  I can be reached at 934-4210, ext. 476 or emailed at:  ptopel@stpeterschools.org.

Grading Scale and Related Information:

Grades will be determined on a percentage basis.  In addition, grades will be weighted to determine percentage:

30%  Daily Assignments/Homework

40%  Tests/Quizzes/Projects

30%  Writing: Papers and Timed Exercises

Final grades will be determined by the following scale:

100-97%   A+

89-87%    B+

79-77%    C+

69-67%  D+

96-93%    A

86-83%    B

76-73%    C

66-63%  D

 92-90%    A-

82-80%    B-

72-70%    C-

62-60%  D-

NO EXTRA CREDIT will be offered on an individual basis, so it will be important to keep up with all assignments and study for tests and quizzes.  Rational:  if a student is looking for additional work to make up for a missing assignment or to make up for points missed due to work turned in late, it is senseless to create more work for both the student and the teacher when the student is having difficulty meeting the basic requirements.  The grade earned should be an accurate reflection of the student’s ability, effort and responsibility, and if students are working to the best of their ability, the grade should be deserved.

  Tardy Policy:

“Tardy” will be defined as not being in your assigned seat, ready to learn, by the time the bell rings.  Therefore, if a student is rushing in the door when the bell is ringing, they will be considered tardy.

If a student is habitually tardy (3 times in a week) either coming to class at the start of the hour or after break, the student will either go late to lunch 5 minutes or lose a break period.

