Introduction to Theater

Course Description/Syllabus
Ms. Topel

Room 315/Theater

Semester 1

Block 4

Course Description:

This class is designed to introduce students to all aspects of the theater.  Students will study the history of theater and read sample plays from different periods.  In addition, students will be exposed to life “behind the scenes,” learning about stage design and lighting, makeup, and costumes.  Students will also participate in improvisational activities, and acting exercises.  The final project of the class will be to present a children’s play to younger students.  Basically, students will experience all that theater has to offer.

Course Objectives: 
1. To understand the origins of theater and to differentiate the theatrical conventions of different time periods through the study of plays.
2. To become familiar with and utilize theater terminology.

3. To work as a team with other class members and increase self confidence through performing.
Texts and Supplemental Materials:

Plays for Stage and Screen, Volume One by Ronald G. Perrier

Drama I by Marjorie Wescott Barrows

Theatre, Fourth Edition by Robert Cohen

Three Plays about Crime and Criminals Edited by George Freedley
No Exit and Three Other Plays by Jean-Paul Sartre

A copy of each book will be available to each student, or a photocopied version will be supplied.  Students are expected to treat all textbooks and playbooks with respect, and refrain from writing in them as they are considered property of St. Peter High School.  Students will be assessed fines for books that are damaged or lost.
Classroom Expectations/”Rules”:

-Students are expected to arrive to class on time and prepared every day.

Students will not be allowed to leave class in the middle of the period to retrieve forgotten items such as books, glasses, writing utensils, etc.  Students will have to wait for the break to leave the room for any reason, other than “personal emergencies”.

-Students are expected to respect other people.

No disparagement, discrimination, and/or harassment of any kind will be tolerated.  In a class like this it is so important that EVERYONE feel comfortable and respected.  We will succeed or fail as a group.  Incidentally, any student interfering with the learning of others will be removed from class.  

-Students are expected to respect personal and school property.

Vandalism of any kind will not be tolerated.  Please keep your hands off other students’ property.  As I will never go into your locker or backpack, I ask that you respect my desk and personal property as well.

-When in the classroom, students are expected to remain in their assigned seat, unless otherwise instructed.

This is for attendance purposes, as well as for accountability.  In addition, it is distracting and rude for students to get up in the middle of lecture to throw something away or sharpen a pencil.  Please weigh the importance of the issue with the consideration for others.  Obviously, there won’t be assigned seats in the theatre, but even there each student will be expected to be where they’re supposed to.

-While in the classroom, students are expected to raise their hand before speaking.

This is an English class.  You will be encouraged to communicate.  I want your ideas and opinions to be heard, but this will not happen if everyone is speaking at once.  While in the theater or in rehearsal, students are expected to be mindful of those on stage.

Student Expectations/Recommendations:

-It is highly recommended that students have a notebook and folder for theater material only; this will really help to stay organized!  Once class has begun, students will not be allowed out of the room to retrieve “forgotten” items until break time.  Don’t forget your scripts!

-Students will be expected to turn in all work on time or suffer a daily point reduction, which will result in the lowering of a grade for that assignment.  If work missed due to an excused absence is not made up within the two day allotment, that assignment will be considered late and will suffer a point reduction. Furthermore, all work for a particular unit will need to be completed once the unit is completed (a project or test will take place at the completion of a unit) or no credit will be given.  The rationale is this:  all assignments given have individual merit and all contribute to the understanding of the unit as a whole.  The test or project is a culmination of all that information.  Once the test is over, it makes little to no sense to “practice” for that test.  In addition, this policy reinforces the concepts of responsibility and time management, for the teacher as well as the student.  
-Tests/quizzes missed due to an excused absence will be placed in the media center.  Students are expected to go to the media center personnel to take their test in the media center, under their supervision.  Students may do this during a study hall or after school (shorter tests can be accommodated before school) when the media center is open.  Students will not be allowed to make up the test during English class.  Testing expectations in the media center remain the same for English class- no talking and once you start the test, you finish it.  If notes books are allowed in class, they will be allowed in the media center.  Students may also take tests in room 315 with me, during my prep (block 2) or during a class, if it can be accommodated.  

-Tests should be made up in a timely manner- 2 days are given for every day the student was absent.  Tests, like daily assignments, will result in a zero or no credit if not taken in a timely manner.  It is the student’s responsibility to take care of their own assignments, especially make-up work.

-Daily attendance is highly recommended.  No credit will be given for work missed due to an unexcused absence.  This includes tests and quizzes.  You will be required to participate in the final- the performance.  Keep in mind:  “The show must go on!”
-Students will be expected to remain on task while class is in session.  Students are expected to participate in class activities and discussion, and remain respectful to the opinions, ideas, and rights of others.  

-Plagiarism (turning someone else’s work/words in as your own) will not be tolerated.  Papers found to be plagiarized will be given a zero.  Also, cheating of any kind will suffer consequences such as a loss of credit for the assignment or test/quiz.

-Students should always put forth their best effort and work to the best of their ability!

Teacher Expectations:

I will provide students with a variety of teaching techniques and activities such as lecture, cooperative learning, and discussion.  I will do my best to remain fair and flexible, and maintain a learning environment that encourages and respects students’ expression, ideas, creativity and opinions.  I believe in keeping the lines of communication open, and making special arrangements for students if and when it’s necessary.  I will do my best to correct assignments promptly (I believe in “next day results” for tests!) and update student grade folders regularly so students know their progress in the class.  I will try to remind students of missing assignments, but I feel it is every student’s responsibility to keep track of their own work.

I believe that the success of every student is extremely important.  If a student is struggling or needs extra help, he or she is encouraged to communicate and seek help outside of class.  My prep is during second block, and time after school may be scheduled as well.  I will do everything possible to facilitate student improvement and progress.  I can be reached at 934-4210, ext. 476 or emailed at:  ptopel@stpeterschools.org.

Grading Scale and Related Information:

Grades will be determined on a percentage basis.
Final grades will be determined by the following scale:

100-97%   A+

89-87%    B+

79-77%    C+

69-67%  D+

96-93%    A

86-83%    B

76-73%    C

66-63%  D

 92-90%    A-

82-80%    B-

72-70%    C-

62-60%  D-

NO EXTRA CREDIT will be offered on an individual basis, so it will be important to keep up with all assignments and study for tests and quizzes.  Rational:  if a student is looking for additional work to make up for a missing assignment or to make up for points missed due to work turned in late, it is senseless to create more work for both the student and the teacher when the student is having difficulty meeting the basic requirements.  The grade earned should be an accurate reflection of the student’s ability, effort and responsibility, and if students are working to the best of their ability, the grade should be deserved.

  Tardy Policy:

“Tardy” will be defined as not being in your assigned seat, ready to learn, by the time the bell rings.  Therefore, if a student is rushing in the door when the bell is ringing, they will be considered tardy.

If a student is habitually tardy (3 times in a week) either coming to class at the start of the hour, or after break, the student will lose a break period.

Please return the following to Ms. Topel:

***********************************************************************

I have read and understand the information on the course description for Theater class.  If there are any questions or concerns that I have regarding this information, I agree to highlight the information and meet with Ms. Topel to discuss my concerns within the first week of the course.

Student printed name ______________________________________________

signature __________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian printed name ________________________________________

signature ___________________________________________________

Date: ___________________________

Rough Timeline of Events:  (Note, this is subject to change)
Week 1-8:  
The History of Theater, Costume and Scene Design
Greek Drama; Medieval and Renaissance Drama; Elizabethan and French Neoclassic Drama; Romanticism to Realism; Existential Drama; and Modern Drama.

Possible Plays to be Read:  Oedipus the King, Everyman, She Stoops to Conquer, Arms and The Man, A Doll House, The Boor, Whose Life Is It Anyway?, On Golden Pond
Projects Involved:  Making Greek Masks, Design Costumes, Design a Scene, Create a Set


*Improvisation/Theater Sports* 
These group exercises will be done on an almost-daily basis in order to build group trust, energy and focus!

Week 9:
Radio Plays 

Brief history of radio in the 1940’s, sound effects and how to make them, listening to examples.

Projects Involved:  Group Performance of a Radio Play for the class
Week 10-11: 
Acting


Techniques and voice exercises.


Projects Involved:  Performing a Memorized Monologue

Week 12v-18:  
Production of a Children’s Play
Pretty much what it says!  The goal is to invite elementary-aged students here for several performances during our class.  Auditions will be held, roles will be assigned!  FUN, FUN, FUN!  (This will be considered your final project/test)
